Can I be buried in St. Paul’s cemetery if I am cremated?

There is no prohibition against such practice and indeed some urns are already buried in our cemetery.
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What if I prefer my ashes to be scattered somewhere?

First, ashes cannot be legally scattered everywhere. In no state is it legal to scatter remains on private property without permission from the property owner. Many parks also have rules and permit requirements so you will want to check into the requirements.  Once again, your preferences should be only secondary to those of your loved ones.  And also again, you desire to scatter your ashes should not be based on a misunderstanding or disbelief in the resurrection of the body.
How do I finally make this decision?
As mentioned above, you should talk to loved ones about this decision.  Then you should discuss your options and the associated cost with a licensed mortician.  Finally, your Pastor is available to help with such decisions.  Regardless of whether you seek his counsel, it would be appropriate to let your Pastor know of your desires.
What about…
Have a question not answered in this pamphlet?  This pamphlet is intended only to be a thought provoking piece to those considering cremation.  If you have questions about anything else relating to cremation, or anything you read in this pamphlet, please call or email Pastor Hoppe so that we can set up a time to talk.
Prepared by Pastor Philip Hoppe, July 2006
So you are considering….

Cremation
…At St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Considering arrangements for your burial?  Concerned about the cost of traditional burial? Recently attended a funeral where a friend or loved one was cremated?  Been taught that Christians do not cremate? Open this brochure to learn about the historic and modern understanding of cremation from a Christian perspective.
Contact information:

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

449 13th Rd.

Ellsworth, KS 67439

785-472-3712

http://luther95.com/SPELC-EKS/

Pastor Philip Hoppe (pastor@ihoppe.com)
Can a Christian be cremated?
As we will examine in this pamphlet, the scriptures do not give a definitive answer to this question.  Therefore, we will seek to understand why Christians traditionally have not practiced cremation, while at the same time understanding that our culture has changed and considering the implications of that change as Christian people makes these decisions in the freedom that is theirs in Christ Jesus.
What was the Traditional Practice of Christians?
Traditionally, Christians have not been cremated.  This is based on several facts including the following list:
· In ancient Israel, sepulchers (tombs or vaults) were used for burial; cremation was shunned.  Most other pagan neighbors used cremation.

· All of the most important Biblical figures described are buried and those accounts are recorded for us.
· Burning of bodies and objects in ancient Israel were mostly reserved for idols, the immoral, criminals or enemies. (cf. Genesis 38:24, Exodus 32:20, Leviticus 20:14, Leviticus 21:9, Numbers 16:35, Deuteronomy 7:25, Joshua 7:15-25, Acts 19:19, Revelation 20:15)

· St. Paul’s symbolism in 1 Corinthians 15:35-44 suggests burial.

· Christian belief in the resurrection of the body has caused great care of deceased bodies.

What has changed?
Cremation is no longer just a practice of pagans.  There is no longer any shame in being burned or cremated after death.  No one is punished by cremation in our society.  Therefore, a lot of the negative association once held culturally with cremation is no longer present.  Therefore, a Christian does not necessarily give any wrong impression by being cremated.  No assumes that one being cremated is any different than one being buried in our day.
What other considerations should be made?

As we have noted, there is no definite prohibition in the scriptures or Christian theology against being cremated.  One should consider the reasons that Christians have traditionally been buried and weigh them against our current cultural understandings.  However, at least equally as important is the consideration of those left behind.  Funeral services are primarily for those left here.  Therefore, this decision should not be made primarily in line with the desires of the individual being buried or cremated, but rather with the desires of those left behind.  Therefore, every person should discuss this decision with their family and friends.  Any resistance to cremation from loved one should be taken seriously.  Remember, they are the ones who will see what is done, not you.
What about the resurrection of the body?
One of the reasons Christians have traditionally chosen to be buried is as a witness to their belief in the resurrection.  It shows that they believe that God will raise these remains up on the last day and transform them into new bodies.  Treating the body with utmost respect therefore has been traditionally understood as important.  However, it must be noted that God will resurrect the remains of all people regardless of how their bodies are dealt with at death.  However, if one thinks they will be cremated believing that they will only be spirit or soul from the point of their death on, this is not consistent with Christian’s belief in the resurrection of the body.  The teaching of the resurrection of the body must be retained regardless of what decision is made about cremation.
Does it cost less?
While cremation can be cheaper, it all depends on the options that one chooses in connection with either option.  Once again, the desires of loved ones should be placed above financial choices when making this decision.  Any psychologist or pastor can tell you that funerals are valuable events for those left behind and saving money should not be the first concern when deciding.[image: image1.emf]


