THE ALTAR CRUCIFIX 
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The presence of the crucifix on the altar helps us to center our worship on Christ The Crucified for the sins of the world, and perhaps increasing the practice of reverence in our sanctuary.  There have been not a few misguided individuals down through history who object to the presence of the crucifix on the altar supposing it is too Roman.  Of course if we were to consistently follow that logic, I suppose that if we want to avoided every practice of the Romans; we would remove the candles from the altar as well; we would then not make the sign of the cross, nor bow to the altar, nor even show reverence for the reading of the Holy Gospel.  There is much we could add to that unfortunate list.  

I have copied below that which was written by Rev. Paul H D Lang, a mid twentieth century renown theologian and liturgist of our church. 

Rev. Lang writes: "The crucifix is the principal and most prominent object on or about the altar .. (it is a) reminder of Christ's suffering and death, but also of His resurrection, ascension,and session at the right hand of the Father. His triumph, however, was not possible without His suffering and death. Perhaps this is the reason why the crucifix at the time of the Reformation represented the suffering Christ, and why it is the traditional type of Lutheran altars.  An interesting testimony to this Lutheran tradition is given by the Anglican liturgiologist, F. E. Brightman, in his paper on "The Eucharistic Sacrifice." He says, "At this moment I believe a central crucifix is most strikingly characteristic not of Catholic churches at all - but of Lutheran, where the altar and the church is often dominated by a huge crucifix." ... Some people claim that the empty cross represents the risen Christ.  But be that as it may, the empty cross may be a distinctive mark of that kind of Protestantism which spiritualizes Christ. There seems to be some evidence for this in their supply catalogs. These usually do not feature crucifixes but only empty crosses, as also not chalices but only trays of individual Communion glasses. The exclusion of crucifixes and chalices may express their Reformed doctrine, their disbelief in the bodily presence, or real presence of Christ.  But we believe in the real presence (of Christ) and our Confessions say, "We regard it as a pernicious error when such majesty is denied to Christ according to His humanity; for thereby the very great consolation is taken from Christians which they have in the afore-cited promise concerning the presence and dwelling with them of their Head, King, and High Priest, who has promised them that not only His mere divinity would be with them, which to us poor sinners is a consuming fire to dry stubble, but that He, He, the man who has spoken with them, who has tried all tribulation in His assumed human nature, and who can therefore have sympathy with us, as with men and His brethren - He will be with us in all our troubles also in the nature according to which He is our brother and we are flesh of His flesh."  This does not mean that every cross must have a corpus on it.  But if the empty cross and the individual Communion glasses become confessional marks, then it may become necessary to give the crucifix and the chalice a prominent place on our churches and chapels." - Pastor McDermott

