Are there any rules for the actual service at St. Paul’s?
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The service will be conducted with the reverence proper of a service in God’s house.  We will use an order of Christian marriage which emphasizes Christ and his love.  Songs should be religious in nature.  All songs not included in our hymnal should be shown to Pastor before definite plans are made to us them.  The colors of the season for the church year will remain on the altar for the service.  Anyone else which you wish to have involved in the service (other clergy, special readers, etc.) should be mentioned to pastor early on in the process.  No flash photography is allowed during the service itself.
Am I odd if I don’t want to marry?

You may be in the minority, but that does not make you odd.  The scriptures are clear that some, although few, are given the ability to remain single and content.  Not only it is possible in Christ but the scriptures make clear that such a life is a great benefit to the Kingdom, because these people can place their full time and efforts into the service of Jesus, rather than having their time divided between taking care of Jesus’ needs and those of a spouse or family.  Read Matthew 19:10-12 and 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 for the scripture’s teaching about godly singleness. 
What about…
Have a question not answered in this pamphlet?  This pamphlet is intended only to be a thought provoking piece to those considering marriage.  If you have questions about anything else relating to marriage, or anything you read in this pamphlet, please call or email Pastor Hoppe so that we can set up a time to talk.
Prepared by Pastor Philip Hoppe, July 2006
So you are considering….
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Marriage

…At St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Are you engaged?  Have you found Mr. or Miss Right?  Were you divorced and found someone you might want to be married to? Just single and hoping?  Whatever the reason you are considering marriage, open this brochure to learn more about the things you should be thinking about as you consider this important topic. 
Contact information:

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

449 13th Rd.

Ellsworth, KS 67439

785-472-3712

http://luther95.com/SPELC-EKS/

Pastor Philip Hoppe (pastor@ihoppe.com)
Should I marry?

What does this question mean?  Well, the bible does remind us that certain people should not marry.  Primarily, we are told that those who have been married before and did not divorce for biblical reasons (Matthew 19:9) should not marry someone else, but rather remain single or be reconciled to their first spouse.  Also, the bible does seem to assert that the very young should only marry with their parent’s approval.  Finally, you should only marry if you are ready to commit to a life-long union with another person.  This means that you should be willing to remain with them through thick and thin alike, enjoying the good times, and forgiving the sin which causes the bad times.  You should not marry because you feel pressured into marriage, because you are afraid of being alone, or because of financial reasons. 
Who should I marry?

What a crazy question, right?  Marry who you love, right?  Well, maybe.  The bible does have something to say about who Christians should marry.  First, Christians should only marry other Christians (1 Corinthians 7:9, 2 Corinthians 6:14).  Also the bible urges us not to marry those divorced for unbiblical reasons from their first spouse. (Matthew 5:32) Of course, we could also add the bible’s condemnation of same-sex unions and unions between close relatives.  There are other considerations.  Is your spouse a Christian, but of a different church body? If so, have you talked with a clergy member of their denomination to truly understand what they believe?  Are you comfortable in your spouse’s church, particularly with their teachings? 
Where should I get married?

Christians have throughout time gotten married in the midst of the community of believers, typically in the church building.  This recognizes the uniqueness of Christian marriage and indicates the couple’s dependence on God in marriage.  Other locations are permissible, but should be discussed with the Pastor.
Are there other considerations I should ponder?

Any Christian couple considering marriage should consider their current relationship in light of God’s revealed word.  Any sinfulness in that relationship should be confessed, forgiven and left behind.  Christian couples should take seriously God’s call to keep the marriage bed pure by refraining from premarital sex.  They also should not move in with each other before the wedding since this gives the impression of sexual immorality and greatly increases temptation to such immorality.
Where do I read in the bible about marriage?

There are lots of places to read.  Genesis 2 tells us about the first marriage between Adam and Eve.  Ephesians 5:21-33 tells about God’s plan for marriage to be a beautiful model of his love for the church.  The entire book of Song of Solomon describes the imitate nature of marital love.   1 Corinthians 13 talks about what true love really is like.  1 John 4:16-29 reminds us why we love at all as God’s children.
If I decide to marry, what do I need to do?

First, at least 6 months before you want to get married, you should make contact with the Pastor.  He will have you fill out a form which gives him basic information about you and your intended spouse as well as basic information about your plans for marriage.  After that, he will arrange with you five times to talk about God’s great design for marriage as well as marking your date on the church calendar.
What is the premarital counseling like?
Pastor will discuss with the couple such topics as God’s order in marriage, proper roles for husbands and wives, sexuality and children, issues in marriage, and perhaps most importantly forgiveness in marriage.  Also, we will discuss anything you have on your mind and anything else that our time together suggests we should cover.
